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.6 The Tangent Function

+ Skill A Finding tangent ratios

Recall Ina right triangle, the tangent of an acute angle is the B
ratio of the length of the leg opposite the angle to the
length of the leg adjacent to the angle. c

tan 24 = 4 tan «/B = 2
a

Q

¢ Example 1
Find the tangent of /M to the nearest thousandth. 0

¢ Solution 1 3

=SEpesite 1 vg
tanéM—m~\/§— 3 = (0,577

The tangent of angle M is about 0.577.

¢ Example 2
Use a calculator to find the tangent of 50° to the
nearest thousandth.

¢ Solution
Use the tangent key on your calculator.
tan 50° = 1,192
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Find the tangent of each angle to the nearest thousandth.

4. 20° 5. 45° 6. 72°
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